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John 4.1-26  



A Job Not Even a Woman Can Do! 
Almost 30 Nations WOMEN Heads of State – incl. Germany, Malawi, Anitgua,  Thailand, Brazil, India, Brazil, Australia, Jamaica, Switzerland, Iceland
Don’t THINK of Running for Prez in USA if WIFE Cannot Deliver Speeches

ELIZABETH has been Queen for 60 Years! Don’t Forget IRON Lady Thatcher! 
20th Century > Rise in Women’s Rights > 21st C > Women in Leadership

The BEST MAN FOR the job is a WOMAN!

He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man. 













John 2.25

AND WOMEN – BIBLE uses Word ‘Man’ for Mankind = Male & Female
Ch 3 > Jesus talks to MAN > DID NOT GET IT > Men Never Do!? RIGHT!
John 4 > 2nd Interview > w/ WOMAN > MANY DIFFERENCES Between them
	John 3 – Nicodemus
	John 4 – Samaritan Woman

	Man
	Woman

	Named
	Anonymous

	Important Status
	Ignored by those with ‘Status’

	Jew
	Samaritan

	Highly Educated
	No Formal Education

	Rich
	Poor

	Highly Moral
	Considered Immoral

	Rich
	Poor

	Respected
	Despised

	Sought Jesus
	Sought by Jesus


If Nicodemus is an example of the truth that no one can rise so high as to be above salvation, the woman is an example of the truth that no one can sink too low. 










James Boice

1. Witness for God
Ch 1 > DUTY of BELIEVERS > Be a WITNESS for the Lord Jesus Christ

Ch 4 > Lessons from the Master > HOW to BE GOD’S WITNESS
a. Available > MAIN Reason people NOT COME to Jesus > NOT INVITED
v. 6 Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. = 12 NOON > HEAT of MID-DAY SUN > Jesus is God & MAN
HOT, TIRED, THIRSTY Time to THINK ABOUT YOURSELF, OTHERS??!
Jesus loved her and was prepared to breach age-old conventions to reach her. Our failures in evangelism are so often failures in love. Nothing is so guaranteed to draw others to share our living water than an awareness that we genuinely care about them. 








Bruce Milne

b. Vulnerable > Great HATRED between JEWS and SAMARITANS
WOMAN  Probably HASSELED by Jesus own Disciples: Just PASSED HER

Samaritan, Woman, Loose Morals STAND ASIDE as Holy, Jewish Men GO BY

When they COME BACK > QUITE SHOCKED their Master talking to HER! 

v. 7 Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" > HE NEEDED HER HELP 

NOW Woman has MAN SHE CAN DUMP her ANGER & HURT ON 

v. 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?"
Sometimes when we SHARE about Jesus > OPENS FURY of Hurt FEELINGS

A ‘Christian’ Relative Hurt Them / Pastor who Shamed Them / Church Failed

What would happen if we Christians let this Stranger teach us about reaching out in our neighborhoods and in our places of work? Becoming transparent and open, being less imperialistic and arrogant and more humble and real in our approach to people. 








Roger Fredrikson

c. Relevant  JESUS Speaks Her Language > Knows HER DEEPEST DESIRES
v. 10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 
Uganda DRY SEASON: Hired Young Girls to HAUL Water, Nearby Spring

NO FUN! Hard Work – ESP to this SOCIAL OUTCAST in MID-DAY HEAT!  
TODAY in our WORLD > 1.3 Billion People No ACCESS to CLEAN WATER
>> JESUS is as NECESSARY for Spiritual Life as WATER for Physical Life

JESUS Exposes Her Spiritual Desert: INVITES to Drink from Wells of Salvation

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
Isaiah 12.3

d. Confrontational  > UNPOPULAR SUBJECT > SIN > Socially Unacceptable  
JESUS treats this Woman with DIGNITY and RESPECT > UNDERSTANDING

Probably HIDING by Coming for Water in HEAT OF DAY > NOT SHAMED 

v. 16 He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." 

CONFRONTS & CALLS > Admit your SIN > BRING IT TO ME > Come Back

17 "I have no husband," she replied. NO MORE LONG SPEECHES, ie. JACOB
Jesus said, "You are right when you say you have no husband. COMMENDs

18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." Many Lovers & LEAVERS 
MODERN AGE > Sex is FREE AND EASY > Many Left LONELY & SAD

e. Patient Jesus Did not PICK Green Fruit > NO FORCED CONVERSION
vs. 19,20 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 

Some Claim > Woman is CHANGING SUBJECT of Sin > Over Psychologizing 

PERHAPS > Knows She is a SINNER > WHERE can I FIND a SAVIOR?

EITHER WAY > That is WHERE Her Mind is AT > DIGNITY of Listening

NOT JUST CANNED ANSWERS and SLOGANS > REAL DIALOGUE

f. Glad Tidings > DECLARATION is BASIS of INVITATION 
v. 26 Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." > LIT. ‘I AM’ 
JESUS Openly Reveals Himself > UNLIKE Other Places where SILENCES
Here in REMOTE SAMARIA > They Can KNOW HIM NOW > God has Come 
RELIGIOUS TALKS > Many Directions, Themes, Doctrines, Controversies 

MOVE THE CONVERSATION TO JESUS > He ALONE is the SAVIOR

Many Talks w/ JW’s > 2 Questions – Who is Jesus? What did He do?

We preach Christ crucified…Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 








1 Corinthians 1.23-24
Woman GROWS in UNDERSTANDING: Stranger, Jew, Prophet, Messiah, God

2. Way to God

a. God’s Way > Woman hears PROPHET, Now She NEEDS a PRIEST 
v. 29 "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever did.” Deep CONVICTION 

vs. 19,20 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 

750 years before Conversation > Northern Half of Jewish Nation > to Assyria 

Some Jews Remained in Nation of Israel > a.k.a. ‘Samaria’, name of Capital

Jews who Remained > Intermarried with Assyrians, others > UNFORGIVABLE 

COMPROMISED Jewish Blood, Beliefs, and Behavior > Forfeited Covenant 

450 B.C. > Southern Kingdom RETURNED from Babylon > REBUILT Temple 

SAMARITANS > Considered themselves Jews > Offered to HELP BUILD 

Jews in Judea > REFUSED Samaritan Help for New Temple > DEFILED GIFTS
THEN Samaritans BUILT THEIR OWN TEMPLE: Mt. Gerizim IN SAMARIA

Jews DESTROYED Samaritan Temple in Second Century B.C.
WOMAN’S Legitimate QUESTION: Where Can I Go to Meet God? Forgiven?  
Late Rev Moon said Salvation is from Korea: Join his UNIFICATION CHURCH

v. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.

Salvation ALWAYS only by GRACE: OLD & NEW Covenant > NEVER Merit

ATONING SACRIFICE > Only ACCEPTABLE WAY TO GOD

Blood Offered in JERUSALEM TEMPLE by a QUALIFIED JEWISH PRIEST

ONLY Available to a CIRCUMCISED Members of 12 Tribes of Israel

GENTILES?? > Before Pentecost > Had to BECOME JEWS to be SAVED

b. Global Offer  NOW Salvation NOT ABOUT GEOGRAPHY > Only GRACE 
Preach X among other Non-Christian Religions > Sensitive and Understanding

Jesus WELL AWARE of Samaritan Thinking > Spoke Woman’s ‘Language’

v. 21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.

BUT Jesus did not PROPOSE Samaritan Religion as ACCEPTABLE Preparation

PAUL did not INVITE Athenians to Follow their PHILOSOPHY to Find Jesus

ELIJAH does NOT tell BAAL Worshippers that they are on the RIGHT ROAD  

Being DEVOUT SAMARITANS Did not make them MORE READY for Jesus

SAMARITAN Religion = LIE, PERVERSION of God’s REVEALED TRUTH

ONLY PREPARATION was to REPENT of their SAMARITAN IDEAS

GOD OFFERS Salvation to WORLD: HE ALONE is AUTHOR & FINISHER
John NOT ANTI-SEMITIC > Salvation is from Jews > World Saved by a JEW
In Judah God is known; his name is great in Israel. 


Psalm 76.1

Becoming FOLLOWER of JESUS > Become what we are CREATED TO BE 
COMPLETE Chinese, Kazakh, American, African, Asian, Latin, Islander

BUT NOT thru FALSE RELIGION > NOT Completed Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim

RATHER Need to become CONVERTED Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim

Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam > Man-Made Religions > NEVER GOD’S WAY
JESUS NEVER MENTIONS Anything on MAN’S LIST to this Woman

To Jesus she’s NOT Anonymous, UnEducated, Immoral, Despised, Poor 
Her ONLY PROBLEM NOT Know WAY TO BE SAVED > Need’s Message

Samaritan RELIGION REJECTED the PROPHETS: Needed PROMISED HOPE

For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. 











Isaiah 44.3

Jesus EAGER ANTICIPATION of HIS FINISHED WORK > CERTAINTY

v. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth

VERY SOON > Jewish Temple will be HEAP of RUBBLE

God Begins the Destruction > TEARS thick Curtain of MOST HOLY PLACE

Jesus @ Final High Priest offers Final & Full SACRIFICE for Sins of WORLD

Sacrifice’s Finished > Priesthood is Closed > Temple is Destroyed

Same Apostle John > Revelation :  I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.

Revelation 21.22

Today you can come boldly to the throne of grace through Jesus Christ and find grace to help your need. You do not have to make a pilgrimage to present your sacrifice. You do not need to change your race. All that you have to do is abandon your efforts at salvation and come alone by faith in Him who declared Himself to be the way, the truth, and the life.


     James Boice
KNOWING CHRIST > 
QUALIFIES YOU TO WORSHIP LIVING GOD 
3. Worship of God
Christian worship is the most momentous, the most urgent, the most glorious action that can take place in human life. 



Karl Barth

10 Times John uses Word ‘Worship’ in these Verses

OT - Hebrew word "shachah" - def. "to bow down"

NT - Greek "proskuneo" - "to kiss toward" / "latreuro" - "to serve"
Thus - TRUE WORSHIP INVOLVES BOTH ATTITUDES AND ACTIONS

ATTITUDES: Awe, Reverence, Respect, Humility, Love, Fear
ACTIONS: Bowing, Praising, Serving, Kneeling, Lifting up Hands

     BOTH A SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE AND AN OBJECTIVE ACTIVITY

Worship is the submission of all our nature to God. It is the quickening of conscience by his holiness; the nourishment of mind by his truth, the purifying of imagination by his beauty, the opening of the heart to His love, the surrender of will to his purpose - and all of this gathered up in adoration.       William Temple

a. Worship the Father 

vs. 21,23 a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem…true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshippers the Father seeks 
           NOWHERE ELSE IN ALL SCRIPTURE DO WE READ OF 

             GOD SEEKING SOMETHING FROM HIS CHILDREN

God is trying to call us back to that for which He created us, to worship Him and enjoy Him forever.







A.W. Tozer 
Youth Pastor ASKED YOUTH to DESCRIBE WORSHIP SERVICE as a PLAY 
Answers COMMON CONCEPTION Actors: Pastor & people up front

                               Director: God         Audience: Congregation

TRUE: Director: People on Platform/ Performers: Congregation/ Audience: God
b. By the Spirit 

v. 24 "God is Spirit" He is OMNIPRESENT – WORSHIP HIM EVERYWHERE 

1) Holy Spirit > word in text is can be either Holy Spirit, or our spirit > BOTH!
The Spirit gives life







John 6.63
We who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh…




Philippians 3.3

HOLY Spirit NECESSARY > Repentance, Faith, Prayer, Praise, Proclamation

2) our spirit  WORD ‘spirit’ ALSO REFERS TO OUR SPIRIT

BOTH are NEEDED - HOLY SPIRIT MUST EMPOWER AND ENLIVEN US

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me…                grant me a willing spirit to sustain me…My sacrifice O God is a broken spirit 

Psalm 51.10.12.17
HANANI THE SEER SAID TO ASA KING OF JUDAH

The eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth, to strengthen those whose hearts are fully committed to him. 





2 Chronicles 16.9

TRUE Worship: our ‘spirit’ CONNECTS & COMMUNES w/ God who is Spirit 

As long as you notice, and have to count the steps, you are not yet dancing but only learning to dance. A good shoe is a shoe you don’t notice. Good reading becomes possible when you need not consciously think about eyes, or light, or print, or spelling. The perfect church service would be one we were almost unaware of; our attention would have been on God. 

C.S. Lewis
c. Through the Son TRUE BIBLICAL WORSHIP - IS TRINITARIAN

"worship the Father, Son and Holy Spirit in Spirit and Truth"

1) Truth Incarnate 

            SAMARITAN WOMAN WAS LOOKING FOR THE MESSIAH

    THE ONE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD - DESIRE OF NATIONS

v. 26 Jesus declared "I AM"

   HE IS THE FULLNESS OF DEITY MADE FLESH - TRUTH INCARNATE

…grace and truth came through Jesus Christ




John 1.17 
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. 
John 14.6

People AVOIDED this WOMAN > Jesus LOVED HER > Made HER CLEAN

If she could have seen just then what Jesus saw…another noonday sun when the sun would mourn in blackness and this same Stranger cry out from a Roman cross, “I thirst!” She would have seen him in the shadow of a great rock in a weary land, the smitten Christ from whom the living waters flow  Geoffrey T. Bull
2) Truth Inspired  v. 19 "Sir, I can see you are a prophet"

        SPOKESMAN FOR GOD - MESSENGER OF THE WORD OF GOD

the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy


Revelation 19.10 
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 


John 17.17

     BIBLE is TEXTBOOK and STANDARD for TRUE WORSHIP of GOD

     ONLY IN BOOK of TRUTH THAT WE MEET HIM WHO IS THE TRUTH

     SYMBOLIC IN CHURCH ARCHITECTURE - PULPIT IN THE CENTER

OLD TRADITION IN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Worship Procession led Layman carrying Bible- Minister followed / ZGC Reader
3)  Truth Exclusive  
I am…the truth…no one comes to the Father but by me


John 14.6
BLAIRAPHRASE v. 22 "Salvation is through THIS Jew"

WORLD is FULL of SINCERE Worshippers - DEVOUT - MANY RELIGIONS

ADMIRE their FASTING, DEVOTION: WORKS OF CHARITY > HUMILITY 
JESUS ALONE is TRUTH > All Else HUMAN INVENTION > Cannot Save 
ALL WE DO IN WORSHIP SHOULD MEASURE UP TO THIS STANDARD

MESSAGE PREACHED  - Not "open your Bible and close your mind"

SONGS WE SING > "Every day with Jesus is sweeter than the day before.

                                     Every day with Jesus I love Him more and more.

       IS THAT TRUE? I WISH IT WERE FOR ME! BUT IT IS NOT

DO PEOPLE UNDERSTAND "Kum Bah Yah, My Lord, Kum Bah Yah"

    SEEN PEOPLE SING WITH TEARS IN THEIR EYES WITHOUT A CLUE 

Do we SING SONGS that MAKE US FEEL GOOD OR because they’re TRUE?

GOAL? PEOPLE LEAVE CHURCH w/EMOTIONAL HIGH - FEEL GOOD!
  EMOTIONS are by-product of MIND EMBRACING, INTERNALIZE TRUTH

Better to LEAVE EXHAUSTED than ENTERTAINED, STRUGGLED w/ GOD

 JACOB WRESTLED, CLUNG "I won't let you go unless you bless me"

Men and Women > Jews and Samaritans > All People from All Nations

INVITED to Worship > Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – in Spirit and Truth 

…the sheer flexibility of Jesus leaps off the pages as he deals with a wide array of different people and their varied needs…Jesus commonly drives to the individual’s greatest sin, hopelessness, guilt, despair, need…he is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world…he will deal with sin    D.A. Carson
Nic & Sam Woman Hardly be MORE DIFFERENT, But Really QUITE ALIKE 

1. Both thought they were all right spiritually. 

Nicodemus > by RELIGIOUS & INTELLECTUAL Achievement

Woman > by SUPERSTITIONS & TRADITIONS of Samaria 

 Today > MANY are SELF-SATISFIED, SMUG, SELF-CONFIDENT 

NOTHING to FEAR before God, If SHE Exists > WILL BE HAPPY to See Me 
Human wisdom can triumph over God. 


Chinese Proverb
2. Both misunderstood spiritual truths by crude literalism. 

Nicodemus > How can an Old Man be Born Again? 

Woman > How can you get that Living Water with no tools? 

TODAY > SCIENCE proven we’re in CLOSED MATERIALISTIC SYSTEM

RELIGION > Primitive Attempt to Understand World // Science ANSWERED 

3. Both were spiritually empty but they denied their need. 

Nicodemus > Dared to come and meet Jesus / Knew was a Teacher from God 

Woman > Lingering Conversation Shows > REALLY Wants His ‘Living Water’ 

 ‘On the surface we seem quite different; but deep down we are fundamentally the same. We are both desperately unhappy about something – and we don’t know what it is.’






Written by Sinclair Lewis




Spoken by Poor Woman who ‘ran off’ with Rich Businessman
None Kept from Jesus by Gender, Intellect, Education, Race, Nationality, Wealth

John’s CONCLUSION: ‘this man really is the Savior of the world’    John 4.42

* * * * *

John 4. 1 The Pharisees heard that Jesus was gaining and baptizing more disciples than John, 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 3 When the Lord learned of this, he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?" 8(His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." 11 "Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?" 13 Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." 15 The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water." 16 He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back." 17 "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true." 19 "Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 21 Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 25 The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." 26 Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 
